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:®: A Legacy for Posterity

In order to ensure the safe transmission of the cultural
and historical heritage of the region, it is also import-
ant to win over and share the commitment and under-
standing of the local community at large. It is therefore
important to inform the general community about the
importance and relevance of such privately-held histor-
ical collections as a testament of the history of daily life
within the region as a whole and not just as the history
of one single family, and to involve the community as a
whole in the process of passing this historical heritage
on to posterity.

Our ongoing projects is centered on reading and
analyzing the information contained in the collections
of documents that we have salvaged and preserved, to
write short, readable accounts of the daily lives of people

within the locality. Through these vignette histories, we
demonstrate that the documents can be used as cultural
assets that serve to show us the past, present and possi-
ble future state of the relevant locality. We hope to ex-
pand on our local history writing projects as a means of
connecting together the past, present and future visions
of communities and regions affected by disasters.

Miyagi Shiryé Net aims to serve as a space for
interconnecting and sharing information on historical
materials and documents, between the general public,
universities and other related specialists. We hope that
through our work we will be able to pass on for anoth-
er 1,000 years the cultural and historical heritage with
which we have been entrusted by our forbearers.

Historical Regeneration

Miyagi Shiryd Net has started a ‘Historical Regeneration Publishing Project.” This project will in-
volve using the historical documents and materials that we have salvaged from areas suffering earth-
quake and tsunami damage to write a series of short booklets recounting some aspect of the history
of these areas. We hope that these booklets retelling some aspect of the lost history of regions within
the disaster areas will provide a modicum of psycho-social support for people from the disaster areas

as they set about rebuilding their lives and communities.
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Passing Historical Materials MIYAGI

on to Coming Generations

Throughout Japan, many of the histor-
ical documents and materials which
symbolize the historical culture of each
region, are in private hands. Miyagi

Rekishi Shirydo Hozen Network (IMiya-

gi Network for Preserving Historical

Materials; “Miyagi Shiryo Net” for
short) works to preserve the historical
materials of Miyagi Prefecture from
destruction due to disasters and pass
our history and culture on to future

generations.

SHIRYO
NET

On 26th July, 2003, a series of earthquakes hit 5 municipalities
in northern Miyagi Prefecture. In response to this, concerned
people from universities, local government administration, mu-
seums and the general public banded together to start a project
to rescue and preserve the historical heritage of the region. This
initial gathering of people became the basis for the formation of
Miyagi Rekishi Shiryd IHozen Network, which has continued
the tasks of developing a methodology for preventing the disper-
sion and loss of historical materials, and of preserving the unique
historical and cultural heritage of the region.

Within Japan, many historical materials and documents
are held privately. One of the major reasons for this is due to the
way governmental rule was conducted in early modern Japan. In
the Edo Period (17 to ¢19), the day to day business of local ad-

ministration was conducted from the home of the headman for

Planning Organization: NPO Miyagi Rekishi Shiryd Hozen Network
Publisher: Banzanbé 1-4-8 Ochiai, Aoba-ku, Sendai 989-3129 JAPAN

each village or town, which formed the smallest unit of adminis-
+81-22-778-8679 (Fax) http://banzanbou.com/ (only Japanese language available)

tration. As a result, the surviving records for local administration
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Volume 1 'The Eastern Coastal Trade and Shipping on the Abukuma River

The first booklet in this series, written by Inoue Takumi, is a history of the port of Arahama, which suffered a direct hit from the
tsunami of 3.11. Arahama now is just a small sleepy fishing port, but from the Edo Period to the early Meiji Period (1600 to c.
1880), it was a major port at the mouth of the Abukuma River, which served as a bustling link between the hinterland of southern
Sendai Domain and the northern part of modern Fukushima Prefecture to the maritime trade routes serving the major markets of
Edo and beyond. This booklet recreates this period, focusing on Tokugawa Bakufu shipments of rice from the Tokugawa domains
in modern Fukushima, and stories of shipwrecked locals who drifted as far away as Okinawa and China.
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Volume 2 The Keiché Tsunami and Recovery: The Great Earthquake and Tsunami of 400 Years Ago

The second booklet in this series is about the Keiché tsunami of 1611. A concerted downplaying of this tsunami was necessary to

justify the location of nuclear plants on low-elevations sites in Fukushima. This booklet by Ebina Yt'ichi examines the historical

and archaeological evidence for this tsunami, and argues that the hackneyed claim that the tsunami of 2011 was ‘2 once in a 1,000
year event’is a gross mis-reading of the historical record, and shows how people set about rebuilding their communities and prepar-
ing for future tsunami disasters. (“Keicho”is the name for the year period 1596-1614. The Keicho tsunami occurred in the 16th year
of the Keiché Era, which it takes its name.)
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Volume3 Wooded Villages: The Formation of Early Modern Villages on the Sendai Plain

"The third booklet in this series, written by Kanno Masamichi, deals with the history of the former villages of Rekugd and Shichigo.
These two former villages are situated on the alluvial plain lying between urban Sendai and the Pacific coast, and both suffered
badly in the tsunami after the Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011, The two villages neighbor each other, but each has its own in-
dividual character, which dates back to the way the two villages were formed in the 16th to 17th centuries. This booklet reviews the
story of these two villages form their formation to the present.
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Volume 4  Bringing Back the Steamy Mists: Recovery from Famines in the Edo Period

"This new volume is by Takahashi Yo'ichi. In the Edo Period, the greatest cause of mass deaths was neither earthquakes nor tsunami,
but famine. In the Ten'mei Famine (1782 to 1788) in Sendai Domain, some 200,000 people are estimated to have died. People
faced with the sudden depopulation of their towns and villages had to set about rebuilding their communities by themselves. One
way they did this, where possible, was to use local hot springs as a way to revitalise their community.

for this period have been passed down as the personal property
of the families of the former headmen. It is difficult to accurately
determine the extent of these depositories, but it is estimated
that probably at least 2 billion historical documents survive in
Japan, of which about 90% is probably still in private hands.

Of those documents in private hands, hardly any have been
designated as historical assets by government, and nor are they
recognized as public documents by their owners. Thus when local
society is confronted with rapid and radical change, such as oc-
curs after a major natural disaster, these documents run the risk
of being suddenly lost with little warning. However, these histor-
ical documents and materials provide us with an invaluable re-
cord of people’s daily lives and the workings of local society. Two
major tasks facing our efforts to preserve historical materials and
documents, are that of how to save collections in private hands
from the danger of being permanently lost, and also how to pass
this heritage on to future generations.

In the wake of the destruction after The Great East Japan
Earthquake of 2011, we found ourselves confronted by several
new problems in our efforts to preserve the historical documents
and materials of our region. In particular, the stark reality of the
extent of damage to private collections of historical documents
and materials which were beyond the official protection provided
by being designated as cultural properties or public documents,
cast a long shadow as people began to rebuild local society and
to explore for ways to pass on the historical culture of their com-
munities. At Miyagi Shiryd Net, we have engaged in a multiplic-
ity of approaches to find ways to overcome these problems.
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<S> Preparing to Meet Disaster

e

<> Conducting Field Investigations

In many cases where collections of documents and other materials are held in
private hands, often neighbors do not even know of their existence. As a result, it
is not uncommon for irreplaceable collections of documents etc. to be either dis-
persed or destroyed after natural disasters or other sudden changes without anyone
even noticing. At Miyagi Shiryé Net we are in the process of creating a database
of historical materials in private hands.

We conduct our investigations in cooperation with specialists in the preser-
vation of historical materials employed by the local government of the region, and
amateur local historians so that the information we collect and collate is shared by
all interested parties.

Through this process of extensive local cooperation, Miyagi Shiryo Net is
not only more readily able to obtain information about historical materials held
privately throughout the area, but this process also results in the information ob-
tained being shared with the relevant local government, which is then in a better
position to take necessary measures to protect and reduce damage to local histor-
ical materials and collections of documents in the case of any major natural disas-
ter.

<#93> Preserving Materials from disasters

Gathering Information
and Linking with People
Building Networks

Salvaging

<> Pinpoint’ Preservation Activities

When we investigate a private house and outbuildings, we often discover a variety
of historical materials, such as documents and objects of art. In our work, we try
as far as possible to refrain from picking out just a selection or certain type of ma-
terial, and to rather look for the cultural worth of all the remaining materials and
to preserve as much as we can. We call this kind of preservation activity ‘pinpoint
preservation,’as it is conducted within a single site.

Where possible, the historical materials we record are left in the hands of
their original owners, but where necessary, we also provide an introduction to pub-
lic institutions which can hold and preserve the materials.

<> Digitally Recording Data

We also digitally photograph all the historical materials that we sort and preserve.
We have produced our own original Miyagi Shiryd Net manual outlining the pro-
cedure involved, so even a person who does not have the specialist skills required
to read historical documents can perform this task unattended.

We not only return the photographic data to the original owner, but also
keep copies at Miyagi Shiryo Net and other public institutions. If the owner of
the original collection consents, then we also make the data available as a source
material for learning about the local history of the relevant locality. By spreading
out the number of institutions holding copies of the data, we ensure that even if
the originals are lost or destroyed, then the basic information contained in them
will be preserved in the copies.

At Miyagi Shiryo Net, we conduct salvage operations for historical materials
put at risk by the damage caused by natural disasters.

In the case of water damage due to tsunami, storm surges or flooding, the
damage done to historical materials, especially written documents increases as
time passes, and many collections of documents are disposed of en masse as
their owners judge them to be damaged beyond repair.

At Miyagi Shiryd Net, in order to be able to carry out ongoing salvage and
protection operations for historical materials, we give great importance to build-
ing up networks with local residents and the Boards of Education and Culture
of the local governments concerned. Building open lines of communication and
sharing information with local government, local historians and the owners of
private collections is a crucial link in enabling us to respond swiftly to the need
to conduct salvage operations after a natural disaster.

Restoration

Sorting and Recording
Materials

After immersion in water, documents run the risk of serious deterioration or to-
tal loss due to mold, and must be treated so that their condition is stabilized.

At Miyagi Shiryo Net, we are studying ways to return salvaged documents
to a stable condition. In order to successfully conduct salvage operations in
private houses with an extensive collection of documents, we need to work in
cooperation with large body of amateur volunteers. Because the scale of many
of the operations we have to conduct precludes our being able to depend solely
on specialist help, we are working to develop a cleaning and stabilization pro-
cess for treating water-immersed documents which does not require specialist
knowledge nor training, and in which anyone can participate. Our aim is to be
able to draw up a standard set of guidelines which enable volunteers from the
general public to engage in this work, as well as trained historians and specialists
in restoration and preservation. By involving the general public in our work, we
aim to make a wider audience aware of the existence of historical documents
held in private hands, and that these irreplaceable documents are in danger of
being lost to posterity forever.

In order to meaningfully use the documents that we have managed to save
and so to pass them on to posterity, close cooperation between the owners of the
documents, the branch of each relevant local government responsible for cul-
tural and historical matters, and universities and other groups of specialists will
be necessary.



