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Location of  Ishinomaki Senshu University



Earthquake occurred at 14:46, March 11, 2011

Tsunami hit coast of Ishinomaki

2. Response to March 11, 2011 earthquake



・University buildings stable
・No serious damage recorded

K&A Edtr1
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K&A Edtr1 Instead of "buildings," consider "structures." "Structures" include not only buildings but other things that may exist on campus, such as bus-stop 
awnings, water fountains, benches, bike racks.
Kurdyla Editor, 2015/03/04



http://www.gsi.go.jp/kikaku/kikaku60001.html
Geospatial Information Authority of Japan (GSI)

Ishinomaki Senshu University Campus



In the evening, access to power and water was lost.

Emergency power generators provided lighting 
to main university building.

Neighbors who lost lighting came to university.

University sheltered neighbors.





University supplied:

1. Food
2. Water
3. Electricity



Water stored in tank on roof 
of main building.

Lighting and heating supplied by 
emergency power generators.

Power supplied by generators for 
one to two days.



http://bologne-shopping.com/shopdetail/000000000106/002/O/page1/order/

Emergency Food Supplied by Parents of Students



Smartphones were becoming popular in early 2011, 
but most people still used feature phones.

Cellular service had stopped due to the earthquake
on March 11.



3. Preparations for May entrance ceremony



University president absent on March 11.

He was in Hokkaido on business but managed
to come back a few days after the earthquake.

University staff took the lead in aftermath of
earthquake.

University staff provided access for neighbors, 
hospital, prefectural office, people in need.







Electricity restored on March 20.

Internet access restored March 22.

Internet infrastructure and nodes 
damaged by tsunami.

Providers removed rubbish up until March 22.



Teachers returning to Sendai called students and
families to check on their safety.

















Reports of 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake Volume 1 to 3 by Ishinomaki 
Senshu University (pdfs, Japanese):
http://www.senshu‐u.ac.jp/ishinomaki/isocial/fukkou/shinsai_report.html



Examples of university activities and studies inspired
by disaster

1. Studies for Rconstruction Volunteers

2. 3D printer model of neighborhoods
destroyed by tsunami



http://www.senshu-u.ac.jp/ishinomaki/isocial/fukkou/from0311/topics/h26/0424.html



G:Kado-no-waki neighborhood F: Minami-hama  neighborhood





4. Summary

Preparing food, water, and emergency power 
generators is essential for an emergency.

Providing access to people in need was an
excellent decision.


